
References, Bibliography and Appendix 

 

The terms references and bibliography are often used interchangeably, but there is a distinct 

difference between them in academic writing. A reference list includes only those sources that 

are directly cited or quoted in the text of a research paper or project. These are the works that 

the writer has specifically mentioned or drawn from while discussing the topic. On the other 

hand, a bibliography is broader and includes all the sources consulted during the research 

process, whether or not they were cited in the text. This can include background reading, related 

studies, or additional materials that helped shape the writer’s understanding of the subject. In 

short, references are strictly those works you referred to in your work, while a bibliography 

shows a wider list of works that you read or reviewed as part of your research. Both are 

important in academic writing, but their usage depends on the formatting style (such as APA, 

MLA, or Chicago) and the requirements of the institution or publication. 

What is Referencing? 

Referencing is the process of acknowledging the sources of information, ideas, or data used in 

academic or professional writing. It ensures that credit is given to the original authors and helps 

readers verify the sources of information. Proper referencing also helps to avoid plagiarism, 

which is the unethical practice of presenting someone else's work as your own. 

In academic writing, referencing typically follows specific citation styles such as APA 

(American Psychological Association), MLA (Modern Language Association), Chicago, 

Harvard, and IEEE. A reference usually includes details like the author's name, publication 

year, title of the work, publisher, and page numbers (if applicable). 

Referencing can be done in two ways: 

1. In-text citation – A brief mention of the source within the main text (e.g., "According 

to Smith (2020)..."). 

2. Reference list or bibliography – A complete list of all cited sources at the end of the 

document. 

By using proper referencing, researchers and students demonstrate academic integrity, allow 

others to trace the origins of ideas, and contribute to the scholarly conversation in their field. 

A few examples of Referencing styles: 

1. APA (7th Edition) Style 

Book: 

Smith, J. (2020). The Art of Research Writing. Oxford University Press. 

Journal Article: 

Brown, L., & Taylor, M. (2019). The impact of climate change on urban planning. 

Environmental Studies Journal, 45(3), 125-140. https://doi.org/10.xxxx/yyyy 



In-text Citation: 

(Smith, 2020) or Smith (2020) states that… 

2. MLA (9th Edition) Style 

Book: 

Smith, John. The Art of Research Writing. Oxford University Press, 2020. 

Journal Article: 

Brown, Laura, and Michael Taylor. "The Impact of Climate Change on Urban Planning." 

Environmental Studies Journal, vol. 45, no. 3, 2019, pp. 125-140. 

In-text Citation: 

(Smith 45) or Smith argues that… (45). 

3. Chicago (Author-Date) Style 

Book: 

Smith, John. 2020. The Art of Research Writing. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Journal Article: 

Brown, Laura, and Michael Taylor. 2019. "The Impact of Climate Change on Urban 

Planning." Environmental Studies Journal 45 (3): 125-140. 

In-text Citation: 

(Smith 2020, 45) 

Appendix in Research 

An appendix (plural: appendices) is a supplementary section added at the end of a research 

paper, thesis, or report. It contains additional information that supports the main text but is too 

detailed, lengthy, or distracting to include within the main body of the document. 

The appendix helps maintain the flow of the main text while still providing important 

supporting materials for readers who need more details. 

An appendix may contain: 

i. Raw Data: Tables, figures, or charts that are too detailed for the main text. 
ii. Survey Questionnaires: Copies of survey forms or interview questions used in the 

research. 
iii. Interview Transcripts: Full transcripts of interviews conducted. 
iv. Technical Details:  Additional explanations of methods, formulas, or coding scripts. 
v. Additional Images or Diagrams: Maps, photographs, or illustrations relevant to the 

study. 
vi. Legal or Ethical Documents: Consent forms, approval letters, or regulations. 

 



How to Format an Appendix? 

i. Labeling – Title it Appendix or Appendix A, B, C if there are multiple appendices. 
ii. Referencing in Text – Mention it in the main text (e.g., "See Appendix A for survey 

details"). 
iii. Formatting – Keep it structured with clear headings and numbering. 
iv. Placement – Appendices are placed after the reference list or bibliography. 

Example of an Appendix in a Thesis or Report: 

i. Appendix A: Survey Questionnaire 

(Include your survey questions here) 

ii. Appendix B: Additional Data Tables 

(Provide tables with extra details that were not included in the main paper) 

 

 


